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men with less oval faces than the Peruvians., noses
less aquiline, it would seem from the appearance of
their descendants, but the same bright intelligent
eyes. Their bearing was that of a brave and
hard-working, yet imaginative, people. Quesada
said that they were the finest people he had seen
in the Indies: the men well formed and strong;
the women handsome, dressed in white robes, with
a mantle round the shoulders, and a garland on
their heads. Colonel Acosta wrote in the highest
terms of the valour, constancy, coolness, and
discipline of the descendants of the Chibchas as
soldiers. Their lives of hard work, passed between
agricultural pursuits and defensive warfare, had
probably continued for ages. Their country was
healthy and productive, but its height above the
sea debarred its inhabitants from the use of many
things needful for progress. Commerce was essen-
tial for any great advance in civilisation; and by
slow degrees the practice of exchange of products
rose to a well-established system, an increase in
knowledge and in needs coming with it.

Besides their cereal and root crops, the Chibchas
were fortunate in possessing important salt-mines.
The manufacture of this salt, from, the mines of
Zipaquira and Nemocon, gave rise to a considerable